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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1-8. (CANCELLED) 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A hollow-interior vehicle door comprising: 
an outer panel element: 

a functional part; and 

an internal stiffening structure , at least one outer panel e l e m e nt supported by said 
stiffening structur e and functional - ports, said stiffening otruotur e- aooomrnodating onid functional 
parte, wherein said internal stiffening structure includes a first stiffening element for supporting 
said oi least on e outer pane! element and a second stiffening element for supporting said 
functional partsparu wherein s aid first stiffening element and said second stiffening clement 
having at l e ast on ehave a connecting surface which defines an access opening to a door interior. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The vehicle door according to claim 9, wherein said second 
stiffening element of said stiffening structure f urther includes a window frame. 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The vehicle door according to claim 9, wherein said et 
least on e connecting surface is formed by an outwardly pointing wall of said second stiffening 
element and an inwardly pointing wall of said first stiffening element. 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The vehicle door according to claim 9, wherein farther 
including a seal that seals off the vehicle door with respect to a vehicle chassis and is arranged m 
on a door side of s aid at l e ast on e connecting surface between said first stiffening element and 
said second stiffening element. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The vehicle door according to claim 12, wherein at least 
enea connecting bolt secures said first stiffening element to said second stiffening element, east* 
ef-said at loaat ono connecting bolt including a bolt head havin g that has a clamping surface for 
clamping said seal. 
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14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The vehicle door according to claim 9, vvhoroin further 
including u lock compartment wall ts-providcd on one of said first s tiffening element and said 
second stiffening elemen t olomonto and a free wall end provided on the other of said first 
stiffening element and said second stiffening element, wherein said free wall end i s sealingly 
supported against said one of said first stiffening clement and said second stiffening 
elemen l e l e m e nts to encapsulate a door lock. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The vehicle door according to claim 9, wherein said 
functional porta oropart is at least one of a hinge, a hinge plate, a closure element, a window lift 
and a loudspeaker. 

16. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The vehicle door according to claim 9 t further including 
an inner panel element. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The vehicle door according to claim 9, wherein said 
internal s tiffening olomont structure is substantially pan-shaped. 

18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The vehicle door accoxxling to claim 9, wherein said at 
least ono external outer panel element is substantially l id-shaped. 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The vehicle door according to claim 9, wherein said first 
stiffening element is substantially f ramed shaped and said second stiffening clement is 
substantially nan-shaned. 

20. (NEW) The vehicle door according to claim 9, wherein said functional part is a hinge. 
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